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information, including information
gathered during such visits, does not
appear to qualify for certification. Such
notification will explain the reasons for
this preliminary assessment, suggest
steps that the government of the
harvesting nation can take in order to
receive a certification and invite the
government of the harvesting nation to
provide, by November 15, 1999, any
further information.

Between November 15 and December
6, 1999, the Department of State will
actively consider any additional
information that the government of the
harvesting nation believes should be
considered by the Department in
making its determination concerning
certification.

By December 6, 1999, the Department
of State will make formal decisions on
certification. The governments of all
nations that have requested certification
under the special 1999 timetable will be
notified in writing of the decision
promptly through diplomatic channels.
In the case of those nations for which
certification is denied, such notification
will again state the reasons for such
denial and the steps necessary to receive
a certification in the future.

The government of any nation that is
denied a certification by December 6,
1999, may, at any time thereafter,
request reconsideration of that decision.
When the United States receives
information from that government
demonstrating that the circumstances
that led to the denial of the certification
have been corrected, U.S. officials will
visit the exporting nation as early as a
visit can be arranged. If the visit
demonstrates that the circumstances
that led to the denial of the certification
have indeed been corrected, the United
States will certify that nation
immediately thereafter.

The Department of State recognizes
that a government seeking certification
on the basis of the revised guidelines
may not, by September 1, 1999, be able
to gather sufficient information
necessary to support such a request. To
meet this concern, and in accordance
with its existing practice, the
Department will accept requests for
certification at any time in 1999 and
will process them as expeditiously as
possible. However, the Department can
only commit to making a certification
determination by December 6, 1999 if it

has received the necessary information
by September 1, 1999.

E. Related Determinations
As noted above, any harvesting nation

that is not certified on May 1 of any year
may be certified prior to the following
May 1 at such time as the harvesting
nation meets the criteria necessary for
certification. Conversely, any harvesting
nation that is certified on May 1 of any
year may have its certification revoked
prior to the following May 1 at such
time as the harvesting nation no longer
meets those criteria.

As a matter relating to the foreign
affairs function, these guidelines are
exempt from the notice, comment, and
delayed effectiveness provisions of the
Administrative Procedures Act. This
action is exempt from Executive Order
12866, and is not subject to the
requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Dated: June 29, 1999.
Stuart E. Eizenstat,
Under Secretary of State for Economic,
Business and Agriculture Affairs.
[FR Doc. 99–17330 Filed 7–7–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This notice announces the
disposition of the petitions accepted for
review in the 1998 Annual Review of
the GSP program, the results of the 1999
De Minimis Waiver and Redesignation
Reviews, exclusions for products that
exceeded the GSP competitive need
limitations (CNLs), and the designation
of Gabon and Mongolia as beneficiary
developing countries and the
reinstatement of Mauritania.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: GSP
Subcommittee, Office of the United

States Trade Representative, 600 17th
Street, NW, Room 518, Washington, DC
20508. The telephone number is (202)
395–6971.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
The GSP is provided for in Title V of

the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19
U.S.C. 2461–2465) (the 1974 Act). The
President’s decisions concerning the
GSP changes addressed in this notice
are contained in Proclamation No. 7206
of June 30, 1999. Unless otherwise
specified, the changes in the GSP
program addressed in this notice are
intended to be effective with respect to
goods entered on or after July 1, 1999,
assuming an extension of the
termination date in section 505 of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2465).

In the 1998 Annual Review, the GSP
Subcommittee of the Trade Policy Staff
Committee accepted for review one
petition to withdraw GSP eligibility for
a certain article and fifteen petitions for
CNL waivers. The disposition of these
petitions is indicated in Annex I of this
notice.

In the 1999 De Minimis Waiver and
Redesignation Reviews, the appraised
import values during 1998 of each GSP-
eligible article were reviewed to
determine whether particular articles
from particular GSP beneficiary
developing countries exceeded the GSP
CNLs. De Minimis waivers were granted
to certain articles which exceeded the
50 percent import share CNL, but for
which the aggregate value of the imports
of that article was below the 1998 de
minimis level of $14 million. Annex II
to this notice contains a list of these
articles.

Certain articles that had previously
exceeded GSP CNLs but that had fallen
below the CNLs in 1998 ($85 million
and 50 percent of U.S. imports of the
article) were redesignated for GSP
eligibility. These articles are listed in
Annex II to this notice.

Articles that exceeded GSP CNLs in
1998, and that are newly excluded from
GSP eligibility, are listed in Annex IV to
this notice.

The President has designated Gabon
and Mongolia as beneficiary developing
countries and reinstated Mauritania.
Frederick L. Montgomery,
Chairman, Trade Policy Staff Committee.
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[FR Doc. 99–17259 Filed 7–7–99; 8:45 am]
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